
The famous Reformed Baptist theologian C.H. Spurgeon, a contemporary of Joseph F. Smith, 
described how order kept everything in the universe operating as it should: 

 
"Look up to the heavens and observe the innumerable stars that glisten there so plenteously 
that numeration fails. Looked at through the telescope, stars are so abundant that the heavens 
appear to be covered with dust of gold, and yet we have no record that one of these bodies has 
ever interfered with the orbit of its fellow sphere; or if such a catastrophe has ever been 
permitted, it has been part of the all-comprehending scheme. The majestic orbs move, each one 
in its own orbit, and all in perfect harmony. 
"Even the aberrations, as we call them, are nothing but the result of regular law, and the 
astronomer finds that he can calculate them with the greatest possible accuracy. There are no 
irregularities, discords, or failures among the constellations! And if to the student of the heavens 
such should appear to be the case, he has but more fully to master the universal law and he 
discovers, with astonishment, that every eccentricity is a necessary incident in a system grander 
than he had thought. 
 
"Mere amateurs in astronomy talked of irregularities, but Newton and Kepler found a 
mathematical precision manifest in all. At no point need we be afraid that the universe will be 
thrown out of gear! If a man had placed innumerable wheels in a machine, there would be, in 
due time, a breakdown somewhere. Oil would be needed here, a cog would be broken there, a 
band would be snapped in this place, or a piston would be immovable there—but God’s great 
machine of the universe, whose wheels are so high that the sublime Ezekiel, when he saw 
them, felt that they were terrible, has continued to revolve these many thousands, perhaps 
millions of years, and has never yet been stopped for cleaning or repair because God has 
impressed upon every atom of it the most docile spirit of submission—and His powerful hands 
are at work every instant amidst the machinery giving force to His laws." -C.H. 
Spurgeon, "Order Is Heaven's First Law," Sermon No. 2976 (1906). 
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